January 5, 2012

The Honorable Tom Corbett

Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Building

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Dear Governor Corbett:

We urge you to suspend efforts to implement an asset test for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), which were announced by Department of Public Welfare Executive
Deputy Secretary Tim Costa at a legislative hearing on October 26.

In a time of high unemployment and limited job opportunities, many Pennsylvanians are
experiencing hunger and struggling to put food on the table. These families come through the
doors of our agencies every day. They are hard-working parents who recently lost their jobs,
seniors whose fixed incomes don’t stretch as far as they once did, and struggling workers who, in
this difficult economy, have taken part-time or low-wage jobs that don’t even cover the
necessities. Fortunately, we and our partners can refer these families, including some with
modest assets, to SNAP to help them get back on their feet.

As organizations that provide and fund social services, we are concerned that an asset test for
SNAP would harm the families we serve and slow Pennsylvania’s economic recovery. Last
year, the Commonwealth received more than $2.3 billion in federally funded SNAP benefits,
which were immediately spent on groceries at supermarkets and small businesses across
Pennsylvania. Reinstating the asset test could disqualify tens of thousands of Pennsylvanians
from SNAP—many of whom would be seniors and families of the newly unemployed—and
result in a direct loss of tens of millions in federal SNAP dollars every year. The fallout from that
loss would extend far beyond Pennsylvania’s retail, agricultural and food production industries.
For every $1 of SNAP benefits spent, $1.73 of economic activity is generated in Pennsylvania
across multiple industries.

An asset test would not only deprive Pennsylvania of critical federal SNAP dollars and the
additional spending they generate, it would subject the state to higher administrative costs as
well. The proposal would require more than 850,000 households to verify their assets, and the
additional paperwork would place an unnecessary burden on County Assistance Office
caseworkers, whose caseloads have nearly doubled in the past nine years. Increased error rates
among overburdened caseworkers could lead to multimillion-dollar penalties if the federal
government finds that Pennsylvania is failing to administer the program properly.

We urge you to immediately suspend efforts to implement this harmful asset test for SNAP.
With Pennsylvania still reeling from the recession—and the possibility of a double-dip recession
looming—it is imperative that we preserve federal support programs like SNAP that help
families and communities weather these tough economic times. The Commonwealth should
continue to draw down these federal dollars to promote the health of its residents and its
economy.



Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
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